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CHAIRMAN‘S CONCLUSIONS

1. I would like to thank the delegations from Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Poland, Romania, and Slovak Republic for participating in the Meeting of Foreign Ministers of the Bucharest Nine (B9) platform. We were also joined by our special guests from the United States and NATO.
2. We exchanged views on a wide range of security threats and challenges to Euro-Atlantic area and to NATO‘s Eastern Flank in particular. We discussed how we together could better contribute to address them.
3. We are celebrating together an important moment for Lithuania’s modern history - the 30th anniversary of the Restoration of Independence. The past 30 years were marked by continuous efforts to peacefully reunify Europe, preserve and strengthen our democracies, protect our Western values, enhance our security and create the well-being of our citizens. 
4. NATO remains a core foundation to our security and collective defence. 2019 December NATO Leaders’ Meeting in London sent a clear message on the importance of a solidarity between the Allies, the transatlantic link, and the need to continue the implementation of decisions that were taken in Wales, Warsaw and Brussels Summits on the adaptation of the Alliance, advanced planning, improvement of situational awareness, and an increase of responsiveness and readiness of Allied forces.
5. NATO forward presence and deployments of Allied forces in our region as part of the Allied collective effort strengthen NATO’s deterrence and defence in response to the evolving security environment.
6. Strong transatlantic link and an enhanced military presence of the United States in Europe remain essential elements for Euro-Atlantic security. It is an effective deterrence measure and a guarantee for Europe’s defence. Major U.S.-led exercise “Defender Europe – 20” is a good example of a strong U.S. commitment to Europe and our region.
7. We discussed how NATO could further strengthen its political dimension, as NATO is undergoing the reflection process under the auspices of NATO Secretary General.
8. We also discussed a fair burden sharing and the need to continue investing in our own security in order to reinforce NATO's overall capabilities. Most of NATO Eastern Flank countries are already spending 2% of the GDP or even more on the defence, and others are moving towards this goal in line with the guidelines as decided at the NATO 2014 Summit in Wales.
9. As NATO Leaders announced in December 2019 London Declaration, Russia’s aggressive actions constitute a threat to Euro-Atlantic security. We discussed the ways to maintain the current approach of NATO towards Russia based on strong deterrence and defence, and openness to dialogue as agreed by Allies at the Wales and Warsaw Summits.
10. The primary goal of Alliance should be a credible defence and deterrence in response to Russia’s INF violations and missile threats.
11.  China’s international policies present considerable security challenges, so we need to address them together as Allies, to ensure the security of communications, including 5G.
12. We discussed energy security threats that the Allies face and how best to tackle them. Need to continue work jointly according to recommendations on consolidating NATO‘s role in energy security with a view to increasing our resilience and enhancing our ability to defend ourselves. Same applies to allied efforts to protect critical infrastructure.
13. We discussed ways to further enhance NATO’s role in combatting terrorism and in this context, how we see NATO’s potential to contribute to more security in the Middle East and North Africa, as per the 360 degrees principle.
14. NATO-EU cooperation in the framework of mutually agreed areas of interest remains important and must lead to concrete results, especially in areas such as improving military mobility and cyber security, tackling hybrid threats and malign influence.
15.  I would like to emphasize the value of NATO Open Door policy. Soon NATO will have the 30th Ally North Macedonia. This will mean that all members of the so-called Vilnius Group of ten NATO aspirant countries, established in 2000, will be part of NATO. In this context, it is important to keep NATO’s door open to partners that wish to join the Alliance - Bosnia and Hercegovina, Georgia and Ukraine, and to enhance their resilience to the security challenges that they are facing. 
16.  I would like to conclude with thanking the delegations for constructive discussions.
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