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It has become a tradition that a close group of foreign and security policy leaders from the Euro-Atlantic community start the year by meeting in Lithuania to exchange views on the main security challenges and to draft some policy ideas and proposals aimed at finding solutions. The Snow Meeting is already an established brand as an annual event at the beginning of January that delivers substantive discussions in a congenial atmosphere among friends. 2017 marks the 10th anniversary of the Snow Meeting. 

At this year’s Snow Meeting we expect to discuss in particular the potential consequences of Brexit and the United States presidential election in the context of rising extremism and growth of populist and illiberal political forces that in some cases are being stoked by Russia in an effort to undermine the Western community of values. A closer look is needed to see what is at stake and what need to be done in response. The Snow Meeting also offers a timely opportunity to focus on the most important elements of NATO’s “post-Warsaw” and EU’s “post-Global Strategy” security agenda for the year ahead. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The 2017 Snow Meeting will take place on 12-13 January in Trakai, Lithuania at IDW Esperanza Resort. Around 90 high-ranking policymakers, diplomats, foreign policy advisers, and security and defense experts from the European Union and NATO member states are expected to attend. The meeting will start on 12 January with an opening working dinner, followed by a traditional Night Owl Session. Discussions will continue on the following day and will conclude with a working lunch.

AGENDA


12 JANUARY 2017, Thursday


18.30 – 21.00 	Working dinner: Transatlantic relationship at the turning point?

    from 21.30	Night Owl Session: Responding to Russia’s aggressive agenda


13 JANUARY 2017, Friday

9.00 – 11.00	Discussion I: Building on the Warsaw Summit decisions


11.15 – 12.30 	Discussion II: NATO-EU cooperation - facing the same challenges and sharing strategic interests

12.30 – 13.00 	Final Remarks

Addressed by Linas Linkevičius, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania

13.00 – 13.30 	Media Conference by Linas Linkevičius, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania

End of meeting
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